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Maternity Services Data Set (MSDS) Privacy Notice 
NHS England under section 254 of the Health and Social Care Act 2012 operate a system for the collection and analysis of the MSDS information for the purpose of supporting the achievement of better outcomes of care for mothers, babies and children.
Establishment of information systems for NHS Services: maternity services Directions 2018 - NHS England Digital
Purpose and lawful basis for processing
We collect information about you (your personal data) for the Maternity Services Data Set (MSDS), to help achieve better outcomes of care for mothers, babies and children. 
The data set collects information about the mother’s demographics (e.g. postcode, date of birth, ethnic category), booking, diagnosis and admission details, as well as details about screenings and tests and labour/delivery. The data set also collects details about the baby’s demographics (e.g. date and time of birth, sex) and relevant tests prior to discharge from maternity services. 
Our lawful basis for processing this data is Article 6 (1) (c), which relates to processing necessary to comply with a legal obligation to which we are subject. Our lawful basis for processing special category data is GDPR Article 9 (2) (h) and Schedule 1, Part 1 (2) (2) (f) of the Data Protection Act 2018.
Under GDPR, our lawful basis for processing is Article 6 (1) (c), which relates to processing necessary to comply with a legal obligation to which we are subject. 
Our lawful basis for processing special category data is:
GDPR Article 9 (2) (h) and Schedule 1, Part 1 (2) (2) (f) of the Data Protection Act 2018.
A Data Provision Notice (DPN) for the MSDS has been published to enforce the data requirements as per NHS Digital statutory powers, under Section 259 (1) of the Act. Please see Maternity Services Data Set - NHS Digital for further information.
What we do with your information 
The data is securely sent to NHS England which is the central organisation that receives the same data from all NHS-funded maternity services across England. NHS England removes all identifying details and combines the data we send with the data sent by other care providers, forming the MSDS. 
The data set is used to produce anonymised reports that only show summary numbers of, for instance, patients referred to different maternity services. It is impossible to identify any individual patient in the reports, but the reports do help us to improve the care we provide to you and other patients. No information that could reveal your identity is used in national reports.
The benefits of the MSDS to you as a patient include:
· making sure maternity services are available to all patients and measuring the respective care delivered
· better care, through monitoring progress to allow future services to enable maternity care provided is mother and child-centric
· informing patients about the care offered at different hospitals 
· more personalised and better organised care for patients through understanding what care is needed nationally, for example understanding how the antenatal care provided can affect outcomes for both mother and baby.
Secondary use of data
The data held in the MSDS may also be linked to data held by NHS England from various other data sets and collections, including (but not limited to) the Community Services Data Set (CSDS) and Mental Health Services Data Set (MHSDS). The MSDS data may also be linked to external data sources such as Office for National Statistics (ONS) data and data from the National Neonatal Data Set. More information about the data sets and collections that NHS Digital hold and that may be used for linkage can be found on the NHS Digital/ NHS England website. Linkage is carried out in order to investigate the relationship between care in maternity services and subsequent activity, such as health visiting and school nursing activity, as well as referrals to neonatal units, mental health services and other services.
More information about the data sets and collections that NHS Digital hold and that may be used for linkage can be found on the NHS Digital website.
Linkage is carried out in order to investigate the relationship between care in maternity services and subsequent activity, such as health visiting and school nursing activity, as well as referrals to neonatal units, mental health services and other services. 
Providers are legally required to submit full returns of MSDS data, (as the Data Provision Notice (DPN) states) under section 259 (10) of the Health and Social Care Act 2012 sets aside the common law duty of confidence in respect of this data. However, providers may themselves exclude records where they are subject to any other restriction on disclosure e.g. by other laws.
Patients however do have a right to set a national data opt-out preference to prevent their data being used for purposes beyond their direct care and treatment. Where an opt out is received from a patient (or their parent or guardian in the case of a child), NHS Digital will exclude the relevant records from any onward dissemination of the data.
More information about the Maternity Services Dataset (MSDS) can be found on the NHS Digital website.
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